
SHAW 
 

 

http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/EVANS/shaw.html 

As former Washington, DC native Marvin Gaye asked on his famous song, What's 
Going On, - Councilmember Evans wants you to know What's Going On in Shaw, 
Chinatown, Mount Vernon Square and Downtown.  
 
The Shaw neighborhood has experienced tremendous change over the past few 
years. The opening of the new Washington Convention Center and Kennedy 
Playground, and the proposed new Watha T. Daniel Library all located in Shaw 
are three important engines that continue to push redevelopment and change in 
this historic neighborhood. 
 
"Its been over three years since the March 12, 2003 grand opening of the new 
Washington Convention Center, and although this building holds its own in a city 
noted for its many monuments - it has proven to be a monument to opportunity 
helping to strengthen our community, benefit our citizens, enhance civic life and 
promote economic growth in DC," Evans said. "The District attracts three million 
visitors annually injecting more than $650 million each year into our economy. 
Feel the greatness, you bet. I am still impressed." 
 
While the Convention Center is important for tourism to DC, Jack constantly 
reminds the Washington Convention Center Authority (WCCA) it needs to remain 
cognizant of the surrounding neighborhoods. He introduced legislation to 
reconstitute the Washington Convention Center Authority Advisory Committee 
whose purpose is to advise the Authority with respect to the needs of the 
community, parking issues, transportation issues and other issues directly related 
to the Convention Center, which affect the surrounding community. 
 
During construction, Jack listened to the needs of the community and created the 
Convention Center Area Parking Task Force. The Task Force held regular 
community meetings designed to obtain community feedback, disseminate 
information, and incorporate community concerns and desires into City plans 
relating to parking and traffic. Many recommendations of the Task Force were 
incorporated into the City's parking plan and the Task Force's work proved 
invaluable. 
 
On October 16, 2003 the Committee on Economic Development of which Jack is a 
member, held a public hearing to receive testimony on Bill 15-427, "Washington 
Convention Center Term Limit Amendment Act of 2003". In his opening 
statement, Jack expressed, "I am working hard to make the new Convention 
Center a success and eliminating term limits is a proper action since the District 
government has eliminated them in most other areas. Keeping the institutional 
knowledge of the board is crucial and would allow for the continuity of 
experienced Board members' oversight and management. After hearing from the 
public on this matter, I believe public opinion makes this an appropriate action by 
the DC Council." 



SHAW 
 

 

http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/EVANS/shaw.html 

Bill 15-427 amended the Washington Convention Center Authority Act of 1994 to 
eliminate the limit on consecutive terms served by a member of the Board of 
Directors. The WCCA, established in 1994 as an independent agency of the 
District, is governed by a nine member board of directors with the purpose of 
operating the old Washington Convention Center site and to "acquire, construct, 
equip, maintain and operate" the new convention center. 
 
Kennedy Playground 
Since its August 2003 ribbon cutting ceremony, the Kennedy Playground has 
been one of the most active recreation centers in the city. Years of work have 
been invested in the transformation of a doublewide-trailer-size facility to a 
beautiful state of the art edifice.  
 
We have a safe, well-equipped place for our residents and, especially for our kids 
to come and enjoy, a place where they can learn and grow. What good is an 
eminent facility if it is not serving the needs of the community. 
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